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Universally Designed Lesson Plan Format 

Erin Anagnost 
October 11, 2018
Kindergarten; Social Studies; Leadership; 1 hr. 15 minutes
Donegan Elementary; Mrs. Carrodo

Big Idea:
 
We are able to be leaders every day in many different ways.

Pennsylvania State Standard:– Kindergarten

1.5 Speaking and Listening - 1.5 K.B Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
5.3 – How Government Works - 5.3 K.F Identify and explain behaviors for responsible classroom citizens. 
16.2 Establishing and Maintaining Relationships -16.2 K.A Interact with peers and adults in a socially acceptable manner. 
16.3 Decision-Making and Responsible Behavior -16.3 K.C Actively engage in assisting others when appropriate. 
Essential Questions: 
· What is a leader?
· What do leaders do?
· How am I a leader?
· How can we be a leader?

Specific Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes (Blooms’ Taxonomy): 

All Students: All of the students will analyze various ways to be a leader.
Some Students: In addition, some students will organize leadership qualities into categories based on the book.
Few Students: In addition, a few students will apply leadership qualities to their own lives.


Specific Vocabulary Taught:

All Students: leader
Some Students: community, empathy
Few Students: responsibilities

Instructional Materials: 
· Book- I Am Human: A Book of Empathy
· Chart paper/markers

Procedure:

A. Introduction: State the specific objective/goal for today’s lesson. Show the objective/goal on the board and read it aloud to the students. Pose the question, “If you have ever heard the word leader, place your finger on your nose”. Call on one student who has their finger on their nose to respond to, what is a leader? Expected answer: someone who leads, a teacher, a good person. Call on a few students until one of the expected answers are given. 
B. Motivation: “Today, we are going to learn about how we are leaders already and how we can become great leaders in our classroom, home, and community by reading this book (show book) I Am Human: A Book of Empathy”.


C. Lesson Development 
B. Read book I Am Human: A Book of Empathy to whole class during carpet time as whole group. 
B. Discuss title, “I Am Human: A Book of Empathy”. 
· “Empathy…say that word with me. Empathy, Empathy. Let’s listen to the first sound in that world. Ehh Ehh”. 
· “Ehhh-mpathy. Let’s break it apart together. Ehhh-mpathy”.
· “Let’s count the syllables on that word, em-path-y. How many did we get?” Expected answer: Three
B. “Empathy means he ability to understand and share the feelings of another person. One part of being a leader is having empathy, caring about your friends feelings”.
B. Read book to whole group. 
B. Stop on page 10 and ask, “Put your hand on your nose if you have ever made a mistake”. Place finger on your nose to show students that you too have made mistakes. “I have made mistakes too”. 
B. Stop on page 19, “He is being a good leader by being kind”
B. Stop on page 20, “On this page, what is he doing to be a leader? What is he doing for that woman?” Expected answer: carrying her groceries.
B. End book. “Now that we have read our book together, we are going to break into our centers and when you are at the blue table with me, we are going to talk about what leaders look like and how we can be a leader too”.
B. Students break into small groups for centers.
B. At student teacher center (blue table), students will picture walk through the book. 
B. Say “After reading our book, we saw many different ways to be a leader. On this chart, we are going to pick out some things that leaders can, are, have, act, say, and think.
B. Leaders can, are, have, act, say, think chart will be blank for each of the four centers. 
B. “Ask, “What makes a leader a leader? What are leaders?” Expected answers: kind, caring, respectful.
B. “Ask, what can leaders do?” Expected answers: follows the rules, help others.
B. “Ask, how do leaders act?” Expected answers: helpful, the right way.
B. “Ask, what do leaders say?” Expected answers: please, thank you, can I help, nice things to others, appropriate language.
B. “Ask, What/how do leaders think?” Expected answers: positive, about others.
B. Write down correct student answers as they answer each section of the chart paper.
B. Repeat for each group.
B. Return to whole group after centers and go over charts. 

Specific Strategies for Students for Diverse Learners

Universally designed strategies (for all children); 1. Use visuals and spoken word to introduce the activity 2. Explicitly teach vocabulary words using the book (and more for children who are ELL or LD), 3. Speak loudly and clearly when reading, at a slow pace 4. Stop while reading periodically to have students repeat letter sounds 5. Continually link prior knowledge (from other subjects and cultural backgrounds) with new concepts, (i.e how students can be leaders themselves or are already leaders) 6. Group students purposefully for this lesson in small groups.
Specific Strategies (for specific students for this particular lesson); 1. Preferential seating for student DO (loses attention easily), 2. Speak loudly and clearly for all students 3. Intentionally and continually check for understanding for students DO, YA, and YD who has specific language, attention, and processing challenges.


Summary/Closure: 
1. Ask, “Put your finger on your nose if you can tell me what leaders can/should do?” 
2. Call on 2 students with their fingers on their nose.
3. “Today we learned about how we are and can be a leader in our classroom, at home and in our community. Mrs. Carrodo and I are going to hang these posters around the room as reminders of how we can be leaders”.

Formative Assessment: 
Answers from students during small group discussion and creation of posters.

Summative Assessment: 
Answers during end of lesson wrap-up as whole group on carpet.

Teacher Reflection: This lesson was successful in that it served its purpose. Empathy is a difficult character trait to teach, but an introduction to this subject is necessary at a young age. Students were able to identify peers that they view as “leaders” in the classroom and identified them as having empathy because of the way they interact with others. One thing I would change would be the pace of the lesson. I would slow this lesson down in the future in order to further check for comprehension.
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