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Erin Anagnost 
October 26, 2018
Kindergarten; Social Studies; The Science of Pumpkins; 60 minutes
Donegan Elementary; Mrs. Carrodo

Big Idea: The life cycle of a fall favorite, pumpkins!

Pennsylvania State Standards: Kindergarten
STANDARD AREA: 3.1 Biological Sciences 
3.1 K.A.3 Observe, compare, and describe stages of life cycles for plants and/or animals. 
STANDARD AREA: 1.2 Reading Informational Text
1.2 K.A With prompting and support, identify the main idea and retell key details of a text. 
Essential Questions: 
What is the life cycle of a pumpkin?

Specific Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes (Blooms’ Taxonomy): 

All Students: All of the students will sort the life cycle of a pumpkin.
Some Students: In addition, some students will correctly sequence the pictures of the pumpkin life cycle.
Few Students: In addition, a few students will compare the life cycle of the pumpkin to other plants and living things.

Specific Vocabulary Taught:

All Students: seed, sprout, plant, flower, pumpkin, 
Some Students: green pumpkin, orange pumpkin
Few Students: ripe

Instructional Materials: 
Pumpkin life cycle pictures/vocab, Pumpkin Pumpkin by Jeanne Titherington, crayons, green yarn, glue/tape/staples, chart paper, computer, projector, speakers

Procedure:

A. Introduction: Say “Let’s have our row leaders pass out the white boards and markers.” Pause. “Tomorrow is our field trip to the pumpkin patch!” Ask students to draw, “what do pumpkins look like in a pumpkin patch?” Take pictures of two of the drawings to use as evidence. Put away the whte boards.

B. Motivation: Say, “Today, we are going learn about the life cycle of the pumpkins that we will see tomorrow at the pumpkin patch. I am going to read a story about pumpkins and during stations, we will make our own pumpkin life cycle”.

C. Lesson Development 
· Whole group reading of Pumpkin, Pumpkin by Jeanne Titherington 
· Sentences telling the story are displayed. Cards with pictures will be presented to fill in the blanks and a few students are invited to come up and place them on the chart.
Jamie planted a pumpkin seed,
and the pumpkin seed grew a pumpkin sprout, 
and the pumpkin sprout grew a pumpkin plant,
and the pumpkin plant grew a pumpkin flower,
and the pumpkin flower grew a pumpkin.
· Pass around physical samples of each element of the pumpkin life cycle.
· Seeds in sandwich bag
· Sprout 
· Picture of real pumpkin plant
· Picture of real pumpkin flower
· Small pumpkin
D.  During stations, students create a model of the pumpkin cycle (my station).
(Prepared before class for each group, 4 groups) 
· Staple two paper plates together, leaving the top section unstapled.
· Decorate like a jack-o-lantern. Attach a piece of yarn to the pumpkin. 
· Students sort pictures of the life cycle of a pumpkin in small groups with direction from teacher.
· Have students echo sounding out vocabulary words related to the life cycle of a pumpkin using the visual.
· Teacher rereads the story once the students have finished sorting to “check” accuracy.
· Each student colors one life cycle picture and writes their name on the back.
E. Attach pictures to the yarn that represent each of the steps leading up to the jack-o-lantern.
· Seed, sprout, plant, flower, green pumpkin, orange pumpkin
· Hang from the ceiling of the classroom until Thanksgiving.


Specific Strategies for Students for Diverse Learners

Universally designed strategies (for all children); Visuals of pumpkin cycle vocabulary will be used. Audio and visual will be used to review information during summary/closure. Movement will help solidify information of the pumpkin life cycle. Physical representations of each element of the pumpkin life cycle. 

Specific Strategies (for specific students for this particular lesson); DO, NI, JE, and YA will be engaged with the visuals during whole group activity. YA will sit in individual desk while in whole group activity. YA, DO and XA will be given specific space in the classroom during summary/closure.

Summary/Closure: 
· Show informational video Life Cycle of a Pumpkin [YouTube]
· Instruct students to do movements with each verse
· Seeds: plant seeds
· Sprout: get down low like a sprout
· Plant/vine: get down low and slowly come up to standing position with hands on top of head
· Flower: put hands on top of head and expand out like a flower
· Green pumpkin: make arms into a small circle in front of body and rock back and forth
· Orange pumpkin: make arms into large circle in front of body and rock back and forth
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tU-GwFHQZI8&list=PLp0sNO4HgefEjm0Hb5h8nJgQSR8O4qQcD
· (2:38 minutes)

Formative Assessment: The student responses during whole group reading and sentence completion with pictures.
Summative Assessment: The students sequencing pictures of the pumpkin life cycle during small group. 
Teacher Reflection: This lesson was a success! The small pumpkin that was passed around during the lesson helped solidify knowledge for some students. The small group work went smoothly. The field trip to the pumpkin patch the next day served as a review for my lesson and was an exciting experience. One thing I would change would be that I would have each child create their own pumpkin life cycle craft to ensure complete and active participation. 
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